PRESENT STATUS OF EURONS      


As the other "Integrated Infrastructure Initiative (I3)"  Proposals, EURONS was evaluated, during the summer of 2003, with the help of a panel of independant experts. The outcome of this evaluation was: (i) an evaluation report; (ii) a letter from the European Commission. These documents are as follows:

- EURONS_Evaluation_Summary_Report (see pdf file 1 - available in the Euron link of this web site.)

- EURONS_Letter_to_WFH (see pdf file 2 - available in the Euron link of this web site.)

 
As a result, EURONS got an overall notation of 4.5/5, together with about ten other proposals, and its ranking is at place "25", obtained by adjusting the purely scientific evaluation with some scientific policy considerations. As of  today, and given the available budget,  the Commission services have started contract negociations with the first 24 proposals, a number of which have the same overall notation of 4.5. At several recent occasions, including orally to us, the Commission services have clearly expressed their wish to get funding for all proposals noted  4.5 , including a certain number of proposals ranked behind EURONS, and this position was favourably received at the September 2003 meeting of the FP6 programme committee meeting. However, at present and in view of the budget situation, there is so far no concrete suggestion on how this wish could be implemented in practice. The Commission is waiting information on how the impending call for "Design Studies" will be responded to.

It should be underlined that the evaluation report includes precise guidance on how the original budget request of EURONS  should be readjusted. In any case, it will be possible, for the Nuclear Structure community ,to comply with these recommendations. 

The resulting situation is very disappointing for the European Nuclear Structure community, which has displayed, during the Third, Fourth and Fifth Framework Programmes (FP3, FP4 and FP5), its ability to collaborate and, for the relevant Research Infrastructures, their willingness to act in a coherent and integrated way, in line with the spirit of the Integrated Infrastructure Initiatives.

This very difficult situation, and possible reactions of the European Nuclear Physics scientific community to it, will be on the agenda of the next NuPECC meeting on December 5-6, 2003 at Frascati.  


Alex C. MUELLER,

EURONS coordinator
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